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National Archives Resources and the Common Core 
  National Archives at Chicago    AGENDA 
Today’s Objectives: 
• Understand the holdings of the National Archives 
• Understand the educational resources of the National Archives and 
their connection to Common Core standards 
 
  What is the National Archives & Records Administration? 
• As the nation's record keeper, 
NARA collects, protects and makes 
available records created by the 
Federal government. 
 
• Our records document: 
The Rights of American Citizens 
The Actions of Federal Officials 
The National Experience 
 
and allow us to hold our government 
accountable for it’s actions. 
 
• Our 23 billion records are housed 
across the nation in over 30 facilities, 
including presidential libraries.  
 
 
 
  What is the National Archives & Records Administration? 
 So, what can actually be found in these billions of 
federal records? 
 
 
 
Every one of the 10 billion or so documents in the holdings of the National 
Archives can be a teaching tool. . . A Letter about Elvis Being Drafted; The First 
Mad Magazine; A Telegram Announcing the Fall of Ft. Sumter; The Canceled 
Check for the Purchase of Alaska;  
  How does the National Archives at Chicago fit into this? 
We have: 
 
Federal agency records, including the Federal courts, created in the six 
Great Lakes states of  Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, and 
Wisconsin.  
• Approximately 102,000 cubic feet 
 
• Dating from 1800 to 1990s 
 
• A variety of formats including paper 
records, maps, photos, and 3D artifacts 
 
“federal records created at the local level” 
The National Archives at Chicago  - in a snapshot 
National Archives  - DocsTeach – 
http://docsteach.org 
National Archives  - DocsTeach – http://docsteach.org 
National Archives  - DocsTeach – http://docsteach.org 
National Archives  - DocsTeach and the Common Core 
National Archives  - DocsTeach and the Common Core 
National Archives  - DocsTeach – http://docsteach.org 
http://docste
ach.org/activ
ities/18 
National Archives  - DocsTeach – http://docsteach.org 
National Archives  - DocsTeach – http://docsteach.org 

Common Core: Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies 
OTHER IDEAS FROM DOCSTEACH (www.docsteach.org) 
 
Coming to America: The Immigrant Experience (Writing Option 2 in Lesson) 
Coming to America: The Immigrant Experience | DocsTeach: Activities 
 
The Statue of Liberty in World War I Posters  
The Statue of Liberty in World War I Posters | DocsTeach: Activities 
National Archives  - DocsTeach – http://docsteach.org 
http://docsteach.org 
 
National Archives  Educational Resources 
National Archives at Chicago 
 
National Archives at Chicago – http://www.archives.gov/great-lakes/ 
Questions, concerns, eager to brainstorm ideas for your 
classroom . . .  
Kris Jarosik, Education Specialist 
telephone:  773-948-9010  
e-mail:  kristina.jarosik@nara.gov 
After Today 
